
Tennant Creek
Barkly Region

Climate 

Community Profile
Pronunciation: Tennant Creek

Location: 500km north of Alice Springs

NT region: Barkly

Population: Approximately 3500

Access: Sealed road

Language groups: Warumungu, English

Season Description  Temp. Range       

Winter dry season (May to Sept) Cooler and dry 15°C  to  33°C      

Humidity 20% - 50% Fine weather with no rain and much lower humidity 
than wet season and a possibility of becoming cold by 
Territory standards during June/July. 

Summer wet season (Oct to Apr) Hot and humid 22°C  to  35°C      

Humidity can rise to 95%. Please 
ensure you are equipped for these 
extremes. 
Humidity 30% - 95%

The build-up occurs from September with building 
humidity, intermittent lightning storms and downpours. 
Rains typically arrive December/January with regular      
heavy downpours and the possibility of cyclones.

Tennant Creek
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History
Tennant Creek is a place shaped by 
Aboriginal culture, gold mining and 
pastoralism. The surrounding area is 
called the Barkly Tablelands, a region 
characterised by wide grassy plains, 
endless blue sky and massive cattle 
stations.

The traditional owners of the area 
surrounding Tennant Creek are the 
Warumungu people and their culture 
is very much alive and well. Their 
stories are showcased in the Nyinkka 
Nyunyu cultural centre, situated in 
Tennant Creek. 

Tennant Creek is also known as the 
‘Golden Heart of the Northern 
Territory’ - a name that refers to the 
warm personalities of its people and 
because it is the site of Australia’s last 
major gold rush in the 1930s. People 
initially looked for gold in quartz, but 
it wasn’t until the 1930s that they 
discovered that the gold was still in the 
ironstone. 

The town’s goldmining history 
remains, and is captured at sites 
around the town such as the Battery 
Hill Mining Centre. It is thought that 
there is still plenty of gold to be found, 
and mining for this and other valuable 
materials, like manganese and copper, 
remains a vital economic contributor 
for the region.

Until the 1930s gold rush era, the 
repeater station, built in 1872 for the 
Overland Telegraph Line, was the only 
building that stood in this area. The 
Telegraph Station is located 11km 
north of the town, and travellers can 

explore the buildings and grounds to 
get a feel for life there 130 years ago.

Community Life
Description of community:       
Tennant Creek is situated on the Stuart 
Highway, the main Highway between 
Alice Springs and Darwin.

Changes in population: Population 
figures are estimates, as several factors 
impact on movement. These include 
seasonal changes, ceremonial activity 
and movement between outstations.

Major landmarks or cultural factors:  
Devils Marbles Conservation Reserve 
at Karlu Karlu is the region’s most 
spectacular landmark with thousands 
of huge, precariously balanced 
boulders. The Aboriginal people 
believe that these boulders are the 
eggs of the Dreamtime’s Rainbow 
Serpent. This dramatic collection of 
giant, perfectly rounded boulders is 
strewn across a shallow valley. The 
Devils Marbles are located 114km 
south of Tennant Creek

Local industry/mine: Gold, 
Manganese and Cooper

Websites:  
www.ntgpe.org/communityprofiles/

tennantcreek/anyinginyi.html

www.aboriginalexperience.com.au/
organsiations/org_congress.html

www.barklytourism.com.au

www.travelnt.com/explore/tennant-
creek/tennant-creek.aspx

**Please check with the Health 
Centre on arrival for sacred sites to 
avoid and health or social issues to 
be aware of.
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Governance                                                                                                                             

Local Government Tennant Creek Town Council 

Access

Road 500km north of Alice Springs and 1000km south of Darwin on the Stuart Highway. 
The road is easily passable in a 2WD vehicle although a 4WD is better for exploring the 
surrounding areas.

Health Centre

Health service Anyinginyi Health Aboriginal Corporation (AHAC)  

Operating hours Monday - Friday 

On call Aborignal Health Workers, registered nurses and doctors are on an after-hours roster - 
with minimal work.

Other The clinic is part of an organisation that also has various other sections in a holisitc 
approach to health and wellbeing. Other sections include Alcohol Aftercare, Education, 
Arts and Crafts, Sports and Recreation, Community Development Unit and the Stolen 
Generation unit. 

Professional Development is encouraged at all levels. ACAC services the town area and 
Aboriginal communities within a 100km radius.

What to pack for placement

Clothes Possibility of cool nights in the middle of year, so light warm clothing is useful. In wet 
season (October – April), clothing for very hot, humid days – loose cotton clothing.

Please refer to this website for information on appropriate clothing to wear whilst out in a 
community.

http://ntgpe.org/wp_site/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/Appropriate-Clothing-2.pdf

Supplies Bring any specialty foods and a small quantity of fresh food

**Note: Please be mindful of weight restrictions on plane travel

Personal effects Bring a hat, sturdy shoes, insect repellent, sunscreen and toiletries.

Other tips or relevant information

Other tips/relevant 
information

Be prepared for variable standard of accommodation in communities. A sleeping bag 
sheet insert is a good idea for protection against biting insects.
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rahc.com.au 
1300 697 242

Canberra Office
Suite 17J, Level 1, 2 King St, Deakin ACT 2600
T   02 6203 9588   F   02 6203 9598

Darwin Office
Level 4, Darwin Central Offices, 21 Knuckey Street, Darwin NT 0800
T   08 8942 1650   F   08 8942 1676

Disclaimer

This information is prepared in good faith and to the best of our knowledge at the time of printing. However, Aboriginal communities, like any community, can change as the population shifts and 
people move on. Please contact the RAHC Regional Coordinator or the Health Centre Manager to confirm any key issues or concerns you may have ahead of your RAHC placement. RAHC also 
values any input and up-to-date information or photos you can provide to improve our Community Profiles. Updated 2009.
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